Dissemination of the entomopathogenic fungus verticillium lecanii (Zimmermann) Viégas (Hyphomycetales: Moniliaceae) in a population of Frankliniella occidentalis (Pergande, 1895) (Thysanoptera: Thripidae).
Tests were carried out to investigate the dissemination of the entomopathogenic fungus Verticillium lecanii (Zimmermann) Viégas in a population of Frankliniella occidentalis. The tested factors, which influence the efficacy of the fungus against the pest insect, have been the population density of the thrips at the application moment as well as the temperature. The population density influenced the dissemination of the fungal spores in the population. The higher the density has been, the higher the insetting control effect has been as well. The temperature influenced the speed of the fungal effect, too. The higher the temperature has been, the earlier the control effect started. However, an increase of the natural mortality was found as well.